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U.S. House and wish its citizens the best on 
this important milestone in its history. 

Sewickley, rich in both history and tradition, 
was chosen by many area leaders as a desir-
able place to live and boasts fine architecture 
and landscapes. 

I ask all of my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives to join me in congratulating 
one of the nation’s finest communities on its 
150th birthday.
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Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the exceptional accomplishments 
and extraordinary life of a woman in the 1st 
Congressional District of Colorado. It is both 
fitting and proper that we recognize this distin-
guished public servant for her impressive 
record of civic leadership and invaluable serv-
ice. It is to commend this outstanding citizen 
that I rise to honor Arie P. Taylor. 

Arie Taylor was a remarkable woman who 
lived a remarkable life. She was on the front 
lines of progress for decades and proved to 
be a powerful force in transforming the land-
scape of our city and state. Her indomitable 
spirit sustained her through many challenges 
and molded a life of notable accomplishment. 
Born in Bedford, Ohio, it was evident at an 
early age that politics would play a major role 
in Arie Taylor’s life. At age 19, she served 
under the first African American woman on the 
Cleveland City Council. After studying at 
Miami University of Ohio and Case Western 
Reserve University, she served a four-year 
stint in the Women’s Air Force as a Staff Ser-
geant where she was the first black classroom 
instructor and noncommissioned officer in 
Women’s Air Force training. Arie Taylor distin-
guished herself in national politics when as a 
delegate to the 1968 Democratic National 
Convention, she fought against seating all-
white Southern delegations. 

Arie Taylor’s lengthy career in public service 
began in 1972 when she was elected to the 
Colorado House of Representatives rep-
resenting House District 7 in northeast Den-
ver. She was the first African American 
woman elected to the Colorado General As-
sembly and served six terms. As a state rep-
resentative, she burnished a reputation of 
being forthright, outspoken and wearing great 
hats. She became a powerful advocate for Af-
rican Americans, women, the poor, the elderly 
and other disadvantaged communities. Arie 
Taylor carried legislation that amended state 
civil rights statutes to include sex and gender. 
She carried fair housing legislation permitting 
women to access credit in their own names in-
stead of having to rely on their spouses. She 
sponsored legislation for homemakers dis-
placed because of domestic violence which, 
after passage, led to creation of a state in-
come tax check-off to support organizations 
assisting victims of domestic violence. Arie 
Taylor further sponsored legislation that cre-
ated treatment centers at the University of 
Colorado Medical Center for hemophilia and 
sickle cell anemia. 

Her service to the City & County of Denver 
began as Deputy Clerk of Denver District 

Court and Chief Clerk of the Denver Election 
Commission. Her career culminated in being 
appointed Denver Clerk & Recorder by former 
Mayor Wellington E. Webb in 1991. It comes 
as no surprise that Arie Taylor was the recipi-
ent of numerous awards including the Harriett 
Tubman Award for extraordinary efforts 
against racial violence. In 1999, the municipal 
center in northeast Denver was dedicated in 
her name. 

Arie Taylor lived a life of meaning and one 
that was rich in consequence. It is the char-
acter and deeds of Arie Taylor, and all Ameri-
cans like her, which distinguishes us as a peo-
ple. Truly, we are all diminished by the pass-
ing of this remarkable woman. 

Please join me in paying tribute to the life of 
Arie P. Taylor, a distinguished public servant. 
It is the values, leadership and commitment 
she exhibited during her life that serves to 
build a better future for all Americans.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to MG Arnold Punaro, United Stat-
ed Marine Corps Reserve, on the occasion of 
his retirement. Major General Punaro has 
served our Marine Corps and our Nation for 
more than 35 years. 

A native of the great state of Georgia, Major 
General Punaro grew up in the town of 
Macon, and graduated from Mount de Sales 
Academy. He then chose to focus on higher 
education, earning a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in English from Spring Hill College in Mo-
bile, Alabama. He would later earn Masters 
degrees at the University of Georgia and also 
Georgetown University. Like many fine, South-
ern gentlemen before him, he answered the 
call to duty and joined the Marine Corps, serv-
ing as a platoon commander in Vietnam where 
he was decorated for heroism and wounded in 
combat. 

In 1973, after completing his active duty 
tour, Major General Punaro transferred to the 
Marine Corps Reserve, and continued to dedi-
cate himself to the service of our country, 
working in the U.S. Senate for Senator Sam 
Nunn on national security matters for 24 
years. In his work with the Senate Armed 
Services Committee as Staff Director of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, he was 
involved in the formulation of all major defense 
legislation and the oversight and review of all 
major defense activities for over two decades. 
This included the Defense Officer Personnel 
Management Act and its Reserve counterpart, 
the Goldwater-Nichols Defense Reorganization 
Act, the Acquisition Streamlining Act, per-
sonnel transition provisions, special operations 
reforms, and all pay and benefits matters. 
Major General Punaro also remained actively 
involved in numerous Reserve organizations, 
including a tour on active duty in Operation 
Desert Shield and an extended tour on active 
duty as the Commander of Joint task Force 
Provide Promise (Forward) in command of 
U.S. Forces serving in the former Yugoslavia. 

Throughout his career, both civilian and mili-
tary, MG Arnold Punaro dedicated himself to 
improving our national security. He serves as 

a member of Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld’s 
newly formed Defense Business Board and is 
also a Senior Associate at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies in Washington, 
D.C. He serves on the adjunct faculty at the 
Marine Corps University and on the Secretary 
of Defense Reserve Forces Policy Board. As 
a general officer, he has spent 5 years in 
command, focusing on increased operational 
readiness and the integration of reserve forces 
into the total force Marine Corps. Always 
keeping the welfare of his Marines at the fore-
front of his efforts, Major General Punaro 
spearheaded several programs that directly 
benefited the quality of life for our service 
members. 

Major General Punaro was recently mobi-
lized on active duty, serving concurrently as a 
Special Assistant to the Commander, U.S. Eu-
ropean Command and as Director of Reserve 
Affairs Division where he oversaw the largest 
mobilization in the history of the Marine Corps. 
In support of the Global War on Terrorism, 
more than 22,000 Reserve Marines were 
called to duty. More than 75 percent of those 
were deployed into theater, where they served 
with distinction. His dedication to the defense 
of our country, as a young man in Vietnam to 
his actions with the Senate together with his 
continued service with the Marine Corps Re-
serve, has been a lifelong endeavor. We have 
been fortunate to have such a high caliber 
marine officer in support of our nation. 

Throughout his distinguished career, Major 
General Punaro has demonstrated uncompro-
mising character, discerning wisdom, and a 
sincere, profound sense of duty to his country, 
and his Corps. On behalf of my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle, I would like to recog-
nize Major General Punaro’s accomplishments 
and his devoted service to the Nation. Con-
gratulations to him, his wife Jan and their four 
children, 2LT Joe Punaro (USMC), Julie, 
Meghan, and Daniel on the completion of a 
long and distinguished career. I wish them all 
the best as they continue to live life beyond 
our country’s beloved Corps.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to direct my colleagues’ attention to the re-
entry of the United States into UNESCO—the 
U.N. Educational, Cultural, and Scientific Or-
ganization. 

As Democratic Co-chair of the Congres-
sional Arts Caucus, I congratulate the Admin-
istration on this important step toward playing 
a more active role in working with other mem-
ber nations in the international cultural arena. 
I am heartened, as well, that First Lady Laura 
Bush led the U.S. delegation at the flag-raising 
ceremony at our new UNESCO Mission in 
Paris on Tuesday. 

UNESCO promotes international co-oper-
ation based upon respect for commonly 
shared values. In the area of culture, it pro-
motes arts education for children and supports 
artists, arts organizations, and the arts indus-
try. It sees the arts as vital tools for economic 
development as well as international under-
standing. UNESCO’s director general, Koichiro 
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